


2017 
National Steering Committee

SBO/SBEAP Awards
 The NSC Awards are the States’ premier environmental awards 

program for recognizing outstanding environmental performance, 
programs and individual(s).

 These awards honor and recognize small businesses, individuals, trade 
associations and others who have made significant contributions to 
protecting the environment.



2017 Awards Subcommittee
• Sara Johnson, Region 1

• Edward Bakos, Region 2

• Nancy Crickman, Region 3

• Jeremy Hancher , Region 3

• Nancy Herb, Region 3

• Tony Pendola, Region 4

• Renee Bashel, Region 5

• Elizabeth Sapio, Region 8

• Jenna Latt, Region 9

• Patrick Hoermann, Region 10



2017 Award Categories

• Small Business Environmental Assistance 
Program Award

• Small Business Environmental Stewardship 
Award

• Small Business Trade Association 
Environmental Leadership

• Karen V. Brown Award Environmental 
Leadership Award



2017 Small  Business Environmental 
Assistance Program Award

Recognizes exemplary performance in one or more 
areas where individuals and programs have contributed 
their time, created resources and work products, 
promoted policy advancements, developed program 
innovations, and established new partnerships to build 
a strong network of small business assistance.  The 
SBEAP emphasize state program leadership or 
individual leadership. 



Accomplishments
 SBEAP actively participates in the Regional group’s 

monthly calls and the National Steering Committee’s 
subcommittees and on the NSC itself and in chairing 
committees 

 Participate in NCAP and regularly offers to mentor other 
state CAPs to increase participation building a strong 
program  at the national level.    

 Active participation in subcommittees by multiple 
members of a state program has  strengthened 
partnerships between SBEAPs. As you learn more about 
how other programs operate, you adapt and make your 
program better or share ways to help other programs 
improve. 



Accomplishments
 Became a multimedia program in 2013 

 Advocating the role of an assistance provider through its 
website. Website offers a variety of compliance tools, 
resources and information. 

 SBEAP program travels throughout the state promoting 
small business advocacy. 

 Lead an Auto body ERP project with a grant proposal for 
the State Innovation Grant from USEPA. SBEAP was 
awarded, the grant funded and provided resources and 
tools to auto body shops. 



Accomplishments
 Measure environmental performance on rules 

including the NESHAP 6H, as well as providing 
compliance assistance on the full spectrum of 
environmental rules and best practices for pollution 
prevention. 

 2016, SBEAP volunteered to help create a new Annual 
Report data collection system.  Collected data from 37 
states to help create a new flyer to be used as a 
marketing the SBEAP program.



2017 Small Business Environmental  
Assistance Program Award

 Renee Bashel, Lisa Ashenbrenner-Hunt, and Jennifer 
Hamill of the Wisconsin Small Business 
Environmental Assistance Program (WI SBEAP)



2017  Small Business Environmental 
Stewardship Award

Recognizes exemplary performance in pollution 
prevention, leadership, industrial environmental 
leadership, and community environmental leadership.  

The nominee(s) must have worked with their local, 
state/territorial, or national SBO/SBEAP in these efforts.



Compliance Assistance and 
Sustainable Efforts
 A small manufacturer of high-quality vegetable 

harvesting equipment, manure spreaders, commercial 
waste handling tanks, and hydro-seeding units.  The 
business has 75 employees.

 Received on-site, compliance, and pollution 
prevention/sustainability assistance from the SBEAP -
including a natural minor operating permit, three 
permit modifications, two renewals, multiple energy 
efficiency grants, nine separate site assessments, waste 
management assistance, and a manufacturing tax 
exemption.



Compliance Assistance and 
Sustainable Efforts
 September 2006, the company asked for help because of no 

experience with environmental regulations the company 
was having difficulty changing their installation permit 
into a natural minor operating permit. SBEAP assisted with 
a permit modification to maintain compliance with state 
air permitting requirements. 

 After 2006, expanded further and used this opportunity to 
take steps to reduce their environmental footprint.

 SBEAP assisted with applications for some state grants to 
install energy efficient lighting.  In 2009 one of the grants, 
DEP’s Small Business Energy Efficiency Grant saving 
almost $10,000 per year in electric costs.



Compliance Assistance and 
Sustainable Efforts
 2012 added a building with paint booths and sandblasting 

operations and receive an E3 assessment which identify 
opportunities to upgrade their HVAC system. Facility applied for 
and received a Small Business Advantage Grant (Requiring  
change to their operating permit.)

 Applied for an air quality permit modification to switch to a 
lower HAP cleanup solvent with minimal assistance from SBEAP. 

 Shared success story with numerous economic development 
partners in the state for its actions in environmental compliance, 
implementing energy efficiency and P2 practices.

 During Christmas holidays helps the homeless or financially 
challenged families, includes serving meals at soup kitchens and 
delivering boxes of food door to door. Contributes to mission 
projects and local organizations. Involved with the American 
Cancer Society Relay for Life.



2017  Small Business Environmental Stewardship 
Award

Pik Rite, Inc. 



Small Business Trade Association 
Environmental Leadership

 This award category offers an opportunity to showcase 
the accomplishments of a Trade Association 
nationwide in the areas of compliance assistance, 
sustainability, advocacy, and collaboration



Accomplishments
 Organized workshops focused on low-global warming 

potential (GWP) alternatives to HFCs and incentives 
available for businesses that install low-GWP refrigeration 
equipment 

 Provides compliance educational materials to its members 
and responds to individual requests for assistance.

 Participated in the production of a leak inspection video 
and fact sheet. The video was accompanied by a flyer 
summarizing the steps of how to conduct a DIY leak 
inspection for small businesses that may not be able to 
afford the cost of a service provider.



Accomplishments
 Dedicated to advancing natural refrigerants in order to 

create a more sustainable, climate-friendly future when it 
comes to refrigeration.

 Working with utilities all over CA to get them to offer 
incentives not only for installing energy efficiency 
equipment but also for replacing equipment with low-
GWP. 

 In 2015, NASRC members submitted an application to EPA’s 
Significant New Alternatives Program (SNAP) requesting 
approval for the use of up to one kilogram hydrocarbons in 
food retail self-contained refrigeration units. The current 
charge size limit of 150 grams is not enough to run all case 
sizes and types of hydrocarbons efficiently.



Small Business Trade Association 
Environmental Leadership

Our mission is to create a more sustainable future through natural 
refrigerants. In order to meet that objective, we have identified 
specific challenges (with a focus on the retail food sector) and 

mapped out a plan to tackle them. Our progress groups - open to all 
NASRC members - are putting those plans into action.

http://nasrc.org/trainings/

http://nasrc.org/trainings/
http://nasrc.org/


2017 Karen V. Brown Award Environmental 
Leadership Award

 The recipient of this award demonstrates a pattern of 
providing consistent growth and positive outcomes above 
and beyond the scope of normal duties. 

 Recognizes exemplary performance in one or more areas 
where individuals and programs have contributed their 
time, created resources and work products, promoted 
policy advancements, developed program innovations, and 
established new partnerships to build a strong network of 
small business assistance.  The SBEAP emphasize state 
program leadership or individual leadership. 

 Accomplishments of an individual nationwide in the areas 
of compliance assistance, sustainability, advocacy, and 
collaboration



2017 Karen V. Brown Award
 La Ronda Bowen, California (Region 9) 


