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September 16, 2008

Notes and Comments from EPA’s Office of Small Business Programs
· Overall the proposal is very general and does not provide enough specifics to justify why a comprehensive approach is better.  The proposal must provide a stronger case to prove that greater funding for the state programs means greater success for small businesses environmental performance.
· What are some of the specific benefits/examples of states that use a more comprehensive approach to compliance assistance?

· Identify best practices that have proven to work. Describe the success stories.
· What about outcomes, can a correlation be made between those states with a comprehensive program vs. those with air only programs?

· Where are references for the studies identified in the proposal?

· Which states are in support of this proposal and why?

· What is the basis for recommending a $55 million dollar budget request to fund the program?  What figures support the structure for this request?  
· The Goal of this proposal is not clear.
· An Executive Summary that identifies what is needed and why would help to convey the intent upfront in the document.
· A comprehensive approach to environmental assistance programs throughout the U.S. is proposed as a goal but the proposal does not include specific suggestions on how to achieve this goal.  
· The “promotion of new approaches to compliance assistance” is stated as a goal but then makes no mention of any specific “new approaches” that could be made through additional funding.

· The Summary does not clearly identify the issue or how it should be addressed. 
· Which states want to expand their compliance assistance?  
· What are the other recommendations besides funding?  
· How/where will this funding go and to what use?

· Table 1 does not clearly support the goal of the proposal.  
· Which states clearly have budgeted comprehensive programs; 

· Which states are currently not comprehensive and are classified as Air Only programs; and   

· Which states have no programs or are not accounted for and may in fact have comprehensive programs.  
· Clarify that the SBO prepares a periodic report on the status and effectiveness of the state programs that is provided to Congress and other stakeholders. Section 507 of the Clean Air Act does not specifically require that the SBO prepare an annual Report to Congress, but does require oversight of these programs by the EPA SBO. 

