1/27/06
EPA SBD/SBO





1/27/06

Proposed Goals, Outputs and Outcomes





Page 2

EPA Small Business Division/Office of the Small Business Ombudsman 

FY 2006 Proposed Goals, Outputs, and Outcomes

Long-term Goal 1: 

Improve the effectiveness of state and territory Small Business Environmental Assistance Programs (SBEAPs) to increase small business compliance with environmental regulations.

Activities/Outputs for 2006: 

· Sponsor and support the National SBO/SBEAP/CAP Annual Conference to increase awareness of small business needs and issues; to strengthen the network of state small business assistance providers; and to improve communication within the small business community.

· Conduct Program training to orient new state staff on basic Program background, concepts, policies, resources, etc. to enable them to perform their jobs; to explore creative ways to deliver compliance assistance to small business; and to provide tools for states to use in meeting CAAA, section 507 Program requirements.

· Sponsor and support the SBEAP SmallBiz website to share information, ideas, and compliance assistance tools; and to expand communication among programs and with small businesses.

· Facilitate the EPA Small Business Regional Liaison Conference to increase knowledge within EPA and to strengthen state/EPA regional partnerships.

· Continue to create, update and disseminate tools and materials designed to enhance SBEAP programs and to help small businesses meet their environmental requirements.

· Support the SBEAP National Steering Committee (NSC) activities, focusing on the development of measures for the effectiveness of the state programs.

· Support the National Compliance Advisory Panel (NCAP) activities, focusing on their efforts to pursue multi-media authority and funding for the state SBEAPs.

Results/Outcomes: 

The NSC will develop a standard logic model for the SBEAP programs with a preliminary set of indicators to measure the effectiveness of these programs.  It is expected that 10% of the states will be working towards the adoption of these indicators at the end of the fiscal year.

SBEAPs are provided many tools to help them improve their effectiveness.  It is expected that 10% of the programs will have incorporated these tools and will work towards assessing programmatic gains accomplished.

Long-term Goal 2:

Reduce the burden of EPA’s regulatory impacts on small businesses.

Activities/Outputs for 2006: 

· Focus on key Agency rulemaking endeavors affecting small businesses, as staff resources allow. 

· Support the Small Business Hotline to provide the EPA gateway for small business compliance issues.

· Facilitate meetings with the Deputy Administrator and Small Business Trade Association representatives to provide a forum for exchange of concerns, issues, and information.

· Lead Agency-wide Small Business Workgroup as part of the Small Business Strategy Implementation Plan to increase awareness and consideration of small business needs and issues early in the rulemaking process and to obtain Agency-wide buy-in on approaches and actions for compliance assistance to small businesses.

· Lead Agency-wide Small Business Paperwork Relief Act (SBPRA) Workgroup as the Agency’s “Point of Contact” for SBPRA to address ways the Agency can make further efforts to reduce the information collection burden for small businesses with fewer than 25 employees.

Results/Outcomes:

As part of the rulemaking process, the SBD will actively participate in rule workgroups to reduce the impact on small businesses of the EPA rules listed below.   Identified Results/Outcomes have been listed for each rule.
	RULE
	RESULTS/OUTCOMES

	SPCC
	1. Eliminate capacity threshold & PE certification for certain facilities; 
2. Allow visual inspection instead of costly integrity testing;
3. Extend compliance deadline; 
4. Reduce overall compliance costs for small businesses

	CAA Title V Area Source Exemptions
	Permit exemption for:  
1. drycleaners

2. halogenated solvent degreasers

3. chrome electroplaters

4. ethylene oxide sterilizers
5. secondary aluminum smelters

	TRI – Phase II
	1. Allow use of Form A for reporters of PBT with zero PBT releases and less than 500 lbs of total waste; 
2. Expand reporting threshold to 5000 lb for non-PBT chemicals. 

	Auto Body Refinishing Area Source Rule
	Rule in early development stage; to be proposed in 2007.  No draft rule language yet; only concept discussions.  General goal:  Assist in guiding development to ensure small businesses are not adversely impacted and the environment is protected


The SBD will work with Program Offices to determine/analyze the impact reduction once the rules are finalized.  
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