2002 National Small Business Ombudsman/Small Business Assistance Program Conference

Suggested Talking Points:

· Welcome to Region V
· The value of the SBAP’s work to the Region
· Present and future role of compliance assistance 

· Region V’s compliance assistance activities & relationship to the SBAP’s
· Suggested methods to obtain additional support for the Program’s from US EPA and any other suggestions
Background:  

All states and territories are federally mandated by the Clean Air Act Amendments of 1990 to have three components to assist small businesses: 

1. Small Business Assistance Program (SBAP) provide technical assistance and detailed help with regulatory requirements 

2. Small Business Ombudsman (SBO) advocate on behalf of small businesses within the regulatory environment

3. Compliance Advisory Panel (CAP) made up of small business owners and representatives to consult and advise on program content

Each year, the USEPA Small Business Ombudsman’s Office (Ms. Karen Brown) provides funding for an annual conference to provide the programs with the latest regulatory and policy information from the USEPA and foster information exchange and sharing of best practices.  Chicago was selected as this year’s location for the 10th annual conference by popular vote of the programs. 

Programs Nationally: (see attached annual report summary for more facts & stats)

· USEPA’s Small Business Ombudsman coordinates with the programs on the federal level
· Each regional office has a designated liaison with the ombudsman’s office
· Programs are specifically funded by state air permit fees to address clean air issues

· Some state’s programs have been expanded to provide multi-media assistance with land and water issues. 

· Programs vary in structure and are housed in regulatory agencies, commerce agencies, as well as, some non-profit organizations depending on the state. 

· 3 million businesses assisted in last five years

· Common customers

· dry cleaners, auto body/repair, metal finishers/platers, printers, small manufacturers, etc.

Illinois Programs:

1. Small Business Assistance Program- IEPA Bureau of Air contracts with DCCA to provide air assistance
2. Small Business Ombudsman- Mr. Don Squires housed at the IEPA
3. Compliance Advisory Panel Members:  (* in attendance)
· *Gus Speary, Attorney, Much, Schelist, Freed, Deneberg and Ament
· *Maggie Carson, IEPA Bureau of Land
· Kent Thompson, Owner; Mistic Metal Movers
· Bonnie Wood, Former Executive Director, East West Corporate Corridor Association
· Dave Kolaz, Bureau Chief; IEPA Bureau of Air
· Dave Voepel, Regional Political Director, NFIB
Conference Dignitaries:

· Pam McDonough, DCCA Director will do the opening address.

· Karen Brown, USEPA Ombudsman who provides the funding for the conference, will be speaking following Bharat Mathur on Monday’s opening session.

· Rene Cipriano, IEPA Director has been invited to speak at Monday or Wednesday’s general session.

· Tom Sullivan, SBA Chief Counsel for Advocacy, will address the group Wednesday.

· Congressman Don Manzullo, Chair of the House Small Business Committee, has been invited to address the group on Tuesday. 

