State of Illinois FY2009 Funding Request Form

Each Agency must fill out a separate form for each project requesting funds.  Please fill out the form below completely and return to 

General Information

Point of contact:  Annette Fulgenzi










Title:  Project Manager, IL Small Business Environmental Assistance Program

Agency:  Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity
Phone: 217/524-5199
Fax: 217/557-2853
Email: Annette.fulgenzi@illinois.gov
Agency’s Priority # (1-5): 
Director’s Signature and Date: 

Congressional Information

Congressional District Representative(s): Statewide
Appropriations bill from which you are requesting funds (please select one): (Agriculture / Commerce Justice Science / / Defense / District of Columbia / Energy and Water / Homeland Security / Environment Interior / Labor HHS Education / Legislative Branch / Military Construction and Veterans Affairs / State and Foreign Operations / Transportation Treasury HUD)
Project Information

	Brief description of the project or activity for which funding is requested:
	Illinois Small Business Environmental Assistance Program (SBEAP) funding for comprehensive environmental assistance to small businesses for not only air, but also water and land regulations. Created in response to congress’ mandate for each state to create a regulatory assistance program to help small businesses understand and comply with clean air regulations, the program currently provides assistance on air regulations only. The National Compliance Advisory Panel  of Small Businesses have identified the need for comprehensive assistance strategies as needs for assistance are not compartmentalized into the bureaucratic structures of air, land and water programs.  

	FY09 Federal Funding Request level:
	$1.5 million

	Total cost of the project (ID non-federal match):
	$1.8 million

($300,000 state match from state Title V Permit fees.)

	Is this a one-year or multi-year request (Example, $8 million for FY2009 or $8 million over the next 4 years):
	Multi-year request for the development of a federal funding mechanism to expand and stabilize the small business environmental assistance program funding. 

	How much money can be spent on this particular project in FY 2009?
	FFY09 spending will be less than the total project cost, dependant upon the time involved in securing federal funding, hiring additional state staff, and other start up considerations.



	Has prior federal funding been received?
	No

	If prior year federal appropriations have been received, provide a brief history of this request, year(s) and $ amount received:
	

	If prior year federal appropriations have not been received, what is the precedent for this type of project receiving federal funds?
	State regulatory education and assistance programs have been funded by the Occupational Safety and Health Administration for 30 years. State safety and health consultation programs receive approximately $54.5 (IL $1.87 million) million of the agency’s $490.3 million federal budget.  In contrast, State Small Business Environmental Assistance Programs receive zero dollars of the USEPA’s $7.2 billion federal budget. The OSHA and SBEAP programs have similar staff skill sets and structures to provide a basis for funding levels.

	Is the funding for construction or equipment that will serve as some form of compliance with a federal regulation or mandate?
	No

	What specific Federal responsibility does the funding of the project or activity further?
	Environmental Protection/Economic Development

	What are the measurable changes in outcome and specific improvements envisioned as a result of funding the request? (For example, what measurable improvements in health statistics, educational achievements, traffic congestion, economic development, job growth or similar outcome will result from this funding)?
	Increased compliance rates among regulated small businesses, reduction in fines and penalties paid by small businesses, reduction in releases to the environment, and increased awareness of environmental impacts by small businesses.   Although difficult for assistance programs to measure, increased compliance with environmental regulations should translate to improvements in the environment and public health, as well as, small businesses economic growth through reduced regulatory burden.  A 2005 SBA study found that Compliance with environmental regulations costs 364 percent more in small firms than in large firms.  The IL SBEAP has assisted over 207,000 clients with air regulations and each year provide over 4,775 training hours and receive nearly 1000 helpline calls.  One state environmental assistance program study found a 3 to 1 return on investment for assistance provided.

	Is the request for a “one-time” expense or is it an on-going expense?  
	On-going

	If the expense is on-going, how many out years
	Indefinite

	Does the project or activity have a national significance?  If so, briefly explain.
	Yes, the National Compliance Advisory Panel made up of small businesses from across the country is working to secure $55 million in federal funding and authorization for comprehensive services through the state Small Business Environmental Assistance Programs.  Funding for the Illinois program would make IL a leader in compliance assistance and achieving environmental protection through voluntary compliance and education.  Since the programs’ creation under the Clean Air Act Amendments, funding levels and staffing have been inconsistent across the country and vulnerable to budget cuts on the state level.   Although a federal mandate to provide assistance to small businesses, assistance programs are often the first target of environmental agencies during budget cuts.

	Could it be used as a pilot, demonstration project, or a model for similar projects throughout the country?
	Yes


