SBO/SBEAP NSC Call
March 4, 2025 
Minutes recorded by Region 9

Meeting Attendees: (Sixteen Total)
R1: Sara Johnson, NH, Julie Churchill, ME
R2: Gina Gambacorto, NJ
R3: Jeremy Hancher, PA
R4: Donovan Grimwood, TN, Crystal Warren, TN, Tony Pendola, NC
R5: Troy Johnson, MN, Mark Stoddard, IN
R6: Lucy Cross, AR
R7: Leena Divakar, KS, Bob Randolph, MO
R8: Eleanor Divver, UT
R9: Chris Lynch, NV, Griffin Hadlock, NV
R10: Belinda Breidenbach, ID


Approve February 2025 NSC Minutes and Changes to Subcommittees
To repair the February meeting minutes:
1. A motion was offered to pause the Environmental Justice workgroup. The motion carried; all voted in favor with no votes against. 
2. A motion was offered to merge the Metrics Workgroup and the National Advocacy Workgroup into the Promotional Subcommittee. The motion carried, all voted in favor with no votes against.
Leena Divakar motioned to approve February minutes, and Donovan seconded. The repaired February minutes were approved with all in favor.


ASBO/OAQPS updates
Leena noted that Paula Hoag’s office is adjusting to changes in the Office of Small and Disadvantaged Business Utilization (OSBDU), where Paula’s function as the Asbestos and Small Business Ombudsman (ASBO) is housed. The Director of OSBDU, Denise Sirmons, has moved on and Jerome Greene is now the Acting Director. The only communication from Paula’s office is currently through email, there have been no posts. The February meeting with NSC leadership was cancelled by Paul.

Belinda noted that there are talks for a continuing resolution for the federal budget with a potential government shutdown on March 14. Federal agency Reduction in Force (RIF) plans are due by March 15. The administration has announced it is looking to reduce the budget of the US EPA by 65%..

Eleanor mentioned that Region 8 held an in-person meeting in Denver where she met with staff of QAQC, which mainly specializes in water. QAQC is not funded by Air or any other particular division. Eleanor made the suggestion that SBEAPs connect with QAQC.  Julie also noted that she met with the Region 1 manager recently.




NSC Updates and Open Floor Discussions
Region 6 update – Lloyd Kirk (OK) has retired. Lucy Cross will now be the NSC regional representative for Region 6 and Natalie Cota (OK) will join the NSC as the new alternate regional representative.

SBA Office of Advocacy - Chris noted that Chip Bishop, Deputy Chief Counsel for the Office of Advocacy, is currently filling in as Acting Chief Counsel. Dr. Casey Mulligan has been nominated by the Trump Administration to become Chief Counsel for the Office of Advocacy. The SBA Office of Advocacy added three new environmental staff in 2024 but they are now down to two environmental staff, Nick Goldstein (air and water) and Emily Jones (chemicals and waste). Advocacy is looking for deregulation/regulatory reform suggestions and is open to SBEAP feedback. The new administration is establishing a policy to remove 10 regulations/guidance documents/policy interpretations off the book for any new regulation promulgated.

Mark suggested that at the next Technical Subcommittee meeting, there could be an open forum discussion to review the 2017 NSC Letter sent to US EPA by the NSC to facilitate discussions around regulatory reform. Discussions have been prompted by January 31, 2025 Executive Order 14192 (see more info below under Technical Subcommittee notes). Tony suggested SBEAP should identify people to review one rule each at a time and to put out an email to the SBEAP main listserv to review obscure rules that may simplify small business compliance requirements. It was suggested that SBEAP should try to have conversations and collect information on regulations that may be burdensome, regulations that may no longer serve a purpose, and regulatory improvements for the sake of clarity, especially on topics surrounding Potential to Emit and old Emission Factors that may be burdensome or incomplete for small businesses.

There was a discussion regarding guest speakers for NSC monthly calls and it was agreed that Chris will invite Paula Hoag and Nick Goldstein as guest speakers for April and will invite Paula to join at least a portion of the NSC monthly calls on a quarterly basis thereafter.

Annual Training Planning
Nevada’s US EPA P2 grant to support P2 West is still in the air, so planning will move on to Plan B. Plan B is to have the annual training at Salt Lake City, Utah, or Raleigh, North Carolina in October or November. A survey will be sent to Main.

Leena is looking at the second week of May for a one-day virtual training course for newcomers. KS State can coordinate the training. 

Chris inquired if NSC members would be interested in an in-person meeting in Washington DC in May. The NSC has not held an in-person meeting since June 2022. Meeting in DC would allow members to combine the trip with additional meetings promoting the national network of SBEAPs to members of Congress or staff/committee staff, stakeholder groups such as business and trade associations, and meetings with US EPA officials. 
Eleanor suggested, as an alternative, meeting in Boston the first week of August timing the NSC meeting to coincide with the National Conference of State Legislatures annual legislative summit and meeting with state legislators. 


Open Floor Discussion #2
Chris suggested a new approach to NSC meetings to help encourage open discussion and the ability to work on tasks like reviewing and potentially updating the NSC Guidelines. The discussion centered around having subcommittee chairs submit monthly reports (a couple of paragraphs) with updates in writing prior to each NSC call. Time will still be allotted during NSC calls for members to ask questions of subcommittee chairs based on their reports and subcommittee chairs can request time on the NSC meeting agenda to discuss important and/or urgent matters. This would be the same structure for Allied Group Updates. Gina motioned to approve written monthly updates from subcommittee chairs and the motion was seconded by Crystal. The motion was unanimously approved.

NSC Guidelines Discussion will be moved to next month’s call due to lack of time.


· Subcommittee Updates 
· Awards – Donovan Grimwood 
Votes are coming in, updates on some votes were requested

· Technical – Mark Stoddard 
· March 18: Regulatory reform discussion and strategizing. See January 31, 2025 Executive Order 14192 “Unleashing Prosperity Through Deregulation” requiring that whenever an executive department or agency proposes for notice and comment or otherwise promulgates a new regulation, it shall identify at least 10 existing regulations to be repealed. SBEAPs should have a discussion on regulations that could be suggested due to their burden on small businesses. As part of discussion, identify people who are willing to review a certain US EPA regulation that could be reformed, removed or replaced and consider regulations not referenced in the letter.
· April 15: EV charging and alternative fuels for fleets (many hurdles for small businesses to overcome), Belinda Breidenbach, ID
· May 20: Demonstrating the MiEnvrio Portal & Oregon’s Your DEQ Online platforms, Kaitlyn DeVries, EGLE and Hillarie Sales, OR DEQ
· June 17: Vape pen disposal - both from a nicotine and a Li battery perspective, Jacob Larson, KSU and Jarrett Vigil, CO DPHE(?)
· July 15: Printing topic, Gary Jones, Vice President, Environmental, Health & Safety Affairs, PRINTING United Alliance




· Website – Leena Divakar/Donovan Grimwood 
No updates, will be sending out emails for volunteers for virtual conference

· Education / Annual Report – Sara Johnson/Gina Gambacorto 
NSC members are requested to contact states in their respective regions who are missing from completing the annual report. 

· Promotion – Crystal Warren
Metrics and Advocacy subcommittees are officially rolled into the Promotional Subcommittee


· Allied Updates

· CAAAC (Jeremy Hancher) – None
· NAACA (Nancy Herb) – None
· ECOS (Donovan) – None
· AAPCA (Tony) – Aaron Szabo nomination hearing for Assistant Administrator of the US EPA Office of Air and Radiation is tomorrow 3/5/25


Next NSC call – April 1, 2024 (yes, April Fool’s Day!). 
                            11:00 – 12:00 PT; 12:00 – 1:00 MT; 1:00-2:00 CT; 2:00-3:00 pm ET 
Notes to be taken by Region 10

Subcommittee Chair and Allied Group Liaison written updates due March 27 to Chris and Lucy for inclusion with the April meeting agenda which will be sent out by March 28.


SBO/SBEAP NSC Call
February 4, 2025 
Minutes recorded by Region 8

Meeting Attendees: 
R1: Sara Johnson, NH, Julie Churchill, ME
R2: None
R3: Jeremy Hancher, PA, Nancy Herb, PA
R4: Tony Pendola, NC
R5: Troy Johnson, MN, Lisa Ashenbrenner Hunt, WI, Mark Stoddard, IN
R6: Lloyd Kirk, OK
R7: Leena Divakar, KS, Bob Randolph, MO
R8: Eleanor Divver, UT, Gabe Catenacci, CO
R9: Chris Lynch, NV, Griffin Hadlock, NV
R10: Belinda Breidenbach, ID
EPA: 

Approve January 2025 NSC Minutes
Chris requested any corrections/suggestions for the January 2025 meeting minutes – there were none.  Motion to accept January 2025 meeting minutes made by Lisa Ashenbrenner-Hunt and seconded by Sara Johnson. Minutes unanimously approved.  

ASBO/OAQPS updates

· Small Entity Compliance Guides

Paula noted that seven small entity compliance guides were published by US EPA in 2024 and one has already been published in 2025. She requested feedback if the guides are being used and if they are helpful. Many NSC members were unaware of the guides. NSC members are encouraged to review the guides (linked above), share them with other state programs within their respective regions, and provide feedback to Chris and Lucy for sharing with Paula. 

Some funding uncertainties with the incoming Administration. New leadership is being designated. Lee Zeldin is the new US EPA Administrator. 

NSC Updates
Region 6 update – Lloyd Kirk is retiring at the end of the month. Lucy will become the Region 6 NSC representative and a new alternate representative is being sought. 

NSC Guidelines shared by Chris. Please review and be ready for discussion on next month’s call regarding any changes or updates that should be proposed for the Guidelines. 

Are there opportunities for SBEAP national network with the new Administration? Lloyd suggested there may be more energy focus. Things are moving quickly and many changes are occurring. 

Open Discussion
Troy Johnson asked if anyone had seen an updated document outlining the impacts (costs) of regulations on small businesses? The US SBA Office of Advocacy has previously conducted research and published a document but it’s 20 years old now. 

Newcomer Training in Spring 2025, April or May. Virtual Meeting. 

Eleanor suggested UT in-person training event due to proximity to Salt Lake City Airport. Her building offers free meeting space for our group and the building is on Light-Rail from Airport (first stop) with additional hotels along same route. Based on existing office hours, meeting times no earlier than 8:30 am and no later than 4:30 pm.


NSC Updates & Continued Open Floor Discussions

· How do we best take advantage of any potential opportunities with a new administration coming in?

Chris suggested NSC members continue to submit/consider ideas for opportunities to better communicate SB issues with new US EPA Administration and raise visibility of National SBEAP now (limited opportunity/time to act). Do we have specific suggestions for regulatory reform? The Administration may require the removal of 2-10 existing regulations any time a new one is proposed. 

· Subcommittee Updates 

· Annual Training Planning – Chris Lynch 
Partnering with P2 West in the fall is dependent on Chris’s group getting a US EPA P2 Grant to support P2 West. There has been no movement on issuance of a grant since Chris’s group was first notified in September 2024 that they had been selected to receive a grant. The P2 Grant may not occur.

SBEAPs should move to Plan B. Let’s try to focus on a virtual training in April or May that primarily targets newcomers. 

Let’s aim for an in-person meeting in the fall (October or November). Eleanor Divver has offered that Utah has no-cost facility space and could host with attendees on their own for lodging, meals, travel, etc. Fly in/out of Salt Lake City and meeting space is nearby. Tony Pendola mentioned that he might be able to help find a no-cost meeting location in Raleigh, North Carolina near US EPA Research Triangle Park. Again, attendees on their own for lodging, meals, travel. 

Colorado has expressed interest in hosting in 2026 if there is US EPA funding support through the national SBEAP grant.

· [bookmark: _Hlk191913008]Awards – Donovan Grimwood 
Nominations are open.

· Technical – Mark Stoddard
Lee Ann Briggs has retired and will be missed. Mark is looking for a new co-chair. Noted he will never retire (or maybe he said he plans to retire in a couple of years). Open to ideas for topics for upcoming meetings after the summer. The schedule is pretty set through July.



· Website – Leena Divakar
The dry cleaning page has been updated and states’ compliance calendars have been posted for sharing. EJ information has been deleted based on the new Administration’s Executive Orders regarding federal funding. 

· Education / Annual Report – Sara Johnson
Great training last week. Good feedback from states; new states participated. Need to submit data online. Updated map of who has submitted their data. Remember, new questions are on the survey. 

· Promotion – Crystal Warren
No update.

· EJ workgroup – Lisa Ashenbrenner-Hunt 
National website has removed language relating to DEI and EJ. Based on input from US EPA ASBO, discussion and follow up motion to officially pause the workgroup offered and seconded on Mar 4. Motion unanimously approved.

· Metrics workgroup – Donovan Grimwood
No update; discussion and follow up motion to roll workgroup into Promotion Subcommittee offered and seconded on Mar 4. Motion unanimously approved.

· National Advocacy workgroup – Donovan Grimwood
No update; discussion and follow up motion to roll workgroup into Promotion Subcommittee offered and seconded on Mar 4. Motion unanimously approved.

· Allied Updates

· CAAAC – (Jeremy Hancher) – no updates; members of the Clean Air Science Advisory Committee have been dismissed.
· NAACA – (Nancy Herb) – had turnover and may not meet
· ECOS - (Donovan) – no updates
· AAPCA - (Tony) – sent out letter on regulatory reform to US EPA Administrator Zeldin

Next NSC Zoom mtg –March 4, 2025 at 2pm ET. 


SBO/SBEAP NSC Call
January 7, 2025 - 
Minutes recorded by Region 7

Meeting Attendees: (Seventeen Total)
R1: Sara Johnson, NH
R2: Gina Gambacorto, NJ
R3: Jeremy Hancher, PA, Lee Ann Briggs, PA
R4: Tony Pendola, NC, Donovan Grimwood, TN, Crystal Warren, TN
R5: Troy Johnson, MN, Lisa Ashenbrenner Hunt, WI, Mark Stoddard, IN
R6: Lucy Cross AR, Natalie Cota, OK (Substituting for Lloyd Kirk, OK)
R7: Leena Divakar, KS, Bob Randolph, MO
R8: Eleanor Divver, UT
R9: Chris Lynch, NV, Griffin Hadlock, NV
R10: None
EPA: 

January 2025 NSC Agenda Review
Chris commenced meeting and noted today’s meeting agenda was sent today with two additional Title V documents. 

Approve December 2024 NSC Minutes
Chris requested any corrections/suggestions for the December 2024 meeting minutes – there were none.  December 2024 meeting minutes approved and seconded by Lucy and Crystal, respectively, with zero disapprovals voiced. 

Open Discussion #1
Introductory discussion re: NSC substitute participants when Regional Representative &/or Regional Alternate is unavailable to participate in monthly NSC Zoom meeting.  Discussed merits/requirements for limiting the NSC meetings to NSC members and the participants who attend on behalf of NSC members are not allowed to vote.  Chris will send out latest NSC guidelines for review – NSC guidelines discussion at a later meeting.

ASBO/OAQPS updates

· Program funding and multi-media versus air only
· US EPA Title V policy memos, see attached
· Request clarification from US EPA?


Lucy led discussion re: Title V funding & policy memos/documents (most recent 2018 document/others sent with January 2025 NSC meeting agenda).  Current Title V documents are generally broad in scope, consider updating Title V Policy documents.

Chris suggested NSC consider sending formal letter to USEPA requesting guidance re: whether or not SBEAPs/SBOs can be multi-media versus air only (with respect to Title V funding of Air Only projects).    

Paula Hoag plans updates re: role of ASBO/OAQPS and updates.  Met with Nick Goldstein (SBA/Office of Advocacy) to re-establish working relationship.  Paula supports 1 or 2 day Virtual Spring SBEAP Training event.  Donovan and Leena also support Virtual Spring SBEAP Training event to introduce new SBEAP members to NSC Mission and Roles.  ASBDO national coordination grant submission date was Dec 2.  Not as many applicants as expected. Other topics also considered for virtual Spring SBEAP Training event

Open Discussion #2
Newcomer Training in Spring 2025 (discussion re: preference for March/April/May, including potential scheduling conflicts with Spring Breaks, Easter, National SB week.)  Jeremy suggested a Survey Monkey to vote on preferred timing of Spring 2025 virtual meeting. 

Troy suggested in-person National SBEAP meeting in Fall/October 2025, possibly pursue free meeting space at USEPA Regional Office.  Jeremy seconded this action.  Leena suggested possibly asking CO if they still would like to host a National SBEAP in-person training event in Fall 2025.  

Eleanor suggested UT in-person training event due to proximity to Salt Lake City Airport. Her building offers free meeting space for our group and the building is on Light-Rail from Airport (first stop) additional hotels along same route.  UT office constraints – Building access not available until 8 am daily, Meeting times no earlier than 8:30 am and no later than 4:30 pm.


NSC Updates & Continued Open Floor Discussions

· How do we best take advantage of any potential opportunities with a new administration coming in?


Chris suggested NSC members continue to submit/consider Opportunities to better communicate SB issues with new USEPA Administration and raise visibility of National SBEAP now (limited opportunity/time to act).

Open Floor Discussion re: NSC suggested Ideas for USEPA Rules/Regulations/Emission Factors for SB sectors that might need to be addressed/revised/revoked to better enable SB compliance and/or simplify SB requirements.

It was suggested that the new administration might come up with 2-10 existing rules that are difficult to implement and/or require amendment/rescission of existing rules as a requisite to promulgate any new rule.  

SB – second option for forms/communication in addition to Online only forms/submittal requirement, particularly for SB sectors.  Plain English initiative for USEPA requirements.


· Subcommittee Updates 
· Annual Training Planning – Update from Chris on US EPA P2 Grant and partnering with        P2 West as a 2025 meeting option (possibly in October 2025, pending USEPA P2 grants funding).

EPA action on P2 grants still pending, waiting for new Administration to approve P2 grants funding.  

· Awards – Donovan Grimwood 

One award nomination received thus far, two possibly pending

· Technical – Mark Stoddard/Lee Ann Briggs 

Lee Ann announced her upcoming SB position retirement effective January 23, 2025


Upcoming topics for Technical Subcomittee posted including Waste Tires – January 21, 2025 mtg

· Website – Leena Divakar
Continuous/Ongoing Changes to update website.  New invitations for Technical/Education subcommittee meetings will soon be sent via email 

· Education / Annual Report – Sara Johnson/Gina Gambacorto
Annual Report training  pending for 2025 – Donovan presenting 

· Promotional – Crystal Warren
Should Promotional Sbcmt documents be sent to National SBEAP Main, including State/Local examples re: Outreach/Newsletters/Etc.  Suggest Main list members subscribe to List Serves for future updates.  Consider Resurrecting SBEAP LinkedIn account as additional update option.  Check with Abbie (KSU) for project status update re: LinkedIn   Consider Closed group/NSC only/conventional LinkedIn page?

· EJ workgroup – Lisa Ashenbrenner-Hunt 
Pending updates with new USEPA Administration re: EJ, potential refocus efforts to state level EJ efforts/projects

· Metrics workgroup – Donovan Grimwood
No update

· National Advocacy workgroup – Donovan Grimwood
No update

· Allied Updates

· CAAAC – (Jeremy Hancher)
· NAACA -  (Nancy Herb) 
· ECOS - (Donovan) New ECOS President named. Review of USEPA Office of Enforcement & Compliance Assurance documents, potential increase in number of inspections.  Cybersecurity issues at POTW, upgrade to ISIS information system, onsite monitoring discussion, October 2024 updates to Water issues are demonstrating high level of compliance to date.
· AAPCA - (Tony) – 
· Others?


Chris will be sending out the survey monkey to vote on preferred time for online Spring Annual Training.

Looking forward to seeing all NSC members continue participation in one/more Subcommittees.

Chris concluded the January 7, 2025 NSC Zoom meeting at approximately 15:08 ET.

Next NSC Zoom mtg – February 4, 2025 at 2:00 to 3:00 pm ET. 
